Adam Jenkins

While still a college student, Adam Jenkins began his career at Todd-AO as a gofer, recordist and film
loader. “I was thrilled with the world of sound, the continuously changing challenges,” he recalls.
Following years as a recordist, he started mixing in 1990. “I enjoy bringing distinctive texture to film,
creating moods, and perhaps helping to subtly glue a film together with atmospheric and mood elements.”
In preparation for his work, Jenkins prefers to watch the film a number of times with only the dialogue
and an absence of music. "I like to concentrate on just the spoken word and what the director has filmed.
Then I will talk with the director, the picture editor, and the supervising sound editor, and try to bring
some valuable ideas to the project.” What does Jenkins find to be the greatest challenge? “You want to
make the sound as organic as possible within the context of the film. The trick is to make the sound
completely natural, bringing the outside world into the film without being obtrusive, as if it was actually
part of the filming process. Sometimes you want to startle and make the images jump off the screen, but
in @ way that it doesn’t sound like effects. You want to hide your tracks, pardon the pun.”
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